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Dermatoglyphics in Medical Disorders, Blanka 
Schaurnann and Milton Alter. New York, 
Springer- Verlag, 1976. (258 pp) 
This well-written, highly readable treat ise is 
divided into six chapters. The first five chapters 
deal with an extensively detailed discussion of 
embryogenesis and genetics of epidermal ridges, 
methods of recording dermatoglyphics, dermato-
glyphic configurations, congenital malformations 
ofthe dermatoglyphic pattern , and flexion creases. 
The sixth, and longest , chapter deals with an in-
depth review of the dermatoglyphics of individual 
disorders. These include congenital malformations 
of the hands and feet, the autosomal trisomies, sex 
chromosomal anomalies, structural chromosome 
aberrations, and single gene disorders. A cursory 
discussion of the effects of vira l disease (rubella 
embryopathy) and the leukemias on dermato-
glyphics is a lso presented . 
In a word, this is a superb book . Although each 
chapter is written on the structure of a literature 
review. the extensive personal experience of these 
two authors is readily detectable and lends an 
informal nature to the style. The bibliography at 
the end of each chapter is lengthy and up to date. 
The introductory chapters are so detailed that one 
is able to perform and read dermatoglyphics in a 
simple, almost cookbook fashion without prior ex-
perience. 
For dermatologists, this book will have its 
greatest appeal to those who are in terested in and 
occasiona lly see patients with genetic syndromes. 
In addition, the book is strongly recommended as a 
standard primer to anyone with an interest in 
clinical genetics. 
J oseph Alper, M.D. 
Providence, Rhode Island 
Fron tiers of Matrix Biology. Vol. 2, Adipose Tis-
sue: Lipids and the Intracellula r Matrix. L. 
Robert (series ed.); L. Robert and A. M. Rob-
ert (volume eds). S. Karger AG, Basel, 1976. 
(156 pp; $35 .00) 
This monograph contains a collection of papers 
that were presented at a symposium in Creteil, 
France, and that deal with the lipids of the adipose 
or the connective t issue in health and disease. 
Adipose and/or connective tissue have been the 
target of intensive research in recent years, and 
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hence, any publication focusing on this important 
aspect of biology is always welcome. In this re-
spect, the monograph justilles its publication. 
However, in a monograph of this type, one expects 
a thorough but concise and critical review of the 
subject matter under discussion. Unfortunately, 
except for several papers, this aspect has been 
totally neglected. The monograph is simply the 
proceedings of a symposium withou t any general 
discussion. Some papers are full of unnecessary 
experimental details and a few papers do not have 
summary or concluding remarks; in consequence, 
the interpretation of t he results which are scat-
tered within the text, lose much significance. 
In a few tables (particularly in the a rt icle by 
Jacotot) the unit of measurement has not been 
clearly and correctly stated. For example, in Table 
II (p. 68), total cholesterol of aorta and sponge 
tissue h as been expressed as mg per 100 mi. In the 
paper by Blazy and co-workers on cutaneous lip-
ids, they have stated on p. 80 that "cholesterol 
esters a re lar gely produced by sebaceous glands. 
whereas free sterols are derived from the epider-
mis." Many studies contradict this statement. 
Presently. it is generally agreed that cholesterol 
esters are the product of the keratinizing epider-
mis. Further, t he statement "the esterified to free 
cholesterol ratio is unity in surface lipids" is inac-
curate. A high proportion of esterified cholesterol 
in the surface lipids has been am ply demon-
strated. The authors should have mentioned the 
presence of plant sterols (,8-sitosterol. campes-
terol, a,nd stigmasterol) in the human skin surface 
lipids. 
Despite these deficiencies, the monograph sum-
marizes the works of investigators studying the 
important biologic role of adipose and/or connec-
tive tissue in normal a nd in the pathologic states 
in humans. The monograph will be useful to the 
investigator s or to t hose who are interested in the 
biology of adipose and connective tissues in health 
and disease. It may not be of any significant value 
to clinical dermatologists or to studen ts and 
trainees in clinical dermatology. 
Ashim K. Bhattacharyya, Ph.D. 
New Orleans , Louisiana 
Zur Immunpathologie der Neurodermitis consti-
tutionalis, Brunello Wuthrich, M.D. Bern/ 
